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Abstract

Despite the huge expansion and rapid growth that has been
experienced by the Arab citites in general and the Saudi cities in
particular, there is a lack of research that expand and enrich our
knowledge of residential mobility.

Therefore, this study attempts to expand our understanding of
the directions and reasons behind residential moves, in addition to
identifying the characteristics of movers. It also attempt to classify
residential moves in Riyadh. It utilizes a residential survey of over
5000 famihes and uses statistical techniques such as chi-square and
discriminant analysis.

The results shows that most moves occured between sections
or quarters of city rather than within quarters, which indicate that the
majority of moves tends to be long distnace moves. Among the
reported reasons of mobility, it was found that "buying or building a
home" is the major reason for changing residence. Other reasons
include "increase in family size”, "can afford a better dwelling”, "high
rent”, "asked to evacuate by owner”, "imadequate services," etc.

The results also indicated that it is possible to classify moves
into three types: adjustment, induced, and forced moves.
Accordingly, it was found that the majority are adjustment moves
(78%).

With regard to characteristics of those who moved during a
period of one year before the interview, it was found that they are
different from others in terms of age, education, migration status, type
of housing, and home ownership. Finally, the study was able to point
out to some methodological notes and few recommendations for
further research.
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