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Small and Medium Industries in Kuwait:
A geographical Characteristics
and it's Future Trends
Dr. Obaid S. Alotaibi

Abstract:

The prosperity of the Small and Medium Industries (SMI’s), has clearly enhanced the
increase of the national product from goods and services, the diversity of the national
product sources, the employment of manpower, and the rise of the society’s individual
standard of living. In fact, the experience of the developed countries reveals that SMI’s
play a crucial role in boosting the complementary industry through developing the
transformational industries and manufacturing the products and the production needs of
big industries.

This study is designed to investigate the following:

. The SMI’s geographical locations and patterns in the State of Kuwait.
. The characteristics and environment of the SMIs entities.
. The difficulties that SMI’s face and their future perspective.

The geographical distribution of the SMI’s patterns in the industrial areas reflects
diversity in their locations and products. For example, the wood manufactured products
are concentrated in Shuwaik Industrial Area, at the same time; they are also produced in
Sabhan Area where the non-mining, fabricated, and chemical, petrochemical, and plastic
products are manufactured. Meanwhile, the metal ore industries, and the non-mineral
products are concentrated at Amghrah Industrial Area.

Bearing in mind the lack of an organizational frame or institutional entity, the study
author suggests establishing an independent supreme authority for the SMI’s that can be
responsible for the development of the SMI’s, and offer the necessary technical and
consultancy support as required. Another recommendation is to establish a strategy or a
comprehensive industrial plan for the SMI’s that is in harmony with the general
objectives of the local economy. The study also emphasizes the need for redesigning the
educational and training program in order to cater for qualified trained national
manpower.
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