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Abstract: 

Periodic evaluation is necessary for the advancement and positive 
development of any discipline. With limited studies of this kind, the Third 
Forum of Arab Geographers that was organized in Riyadh in 2003 was a great 
opportunity for getting their ideas and opinions regarding the current situation of 
Geography, its future, and the significance of its contribution in solving 
problems facing our societies.    

By utilizing the data of a sample of Arab Geographers, it was found that 
about half of them were satisfied with the current status or situation of their 
discipline. Despite the differences in how they would define "Geography", most 
of them indicated that it is simply a "spatial science" in one way or another.  
They also indicated that some specializations within the field of geography 
would disappear or vanish, particularly "Regional Geography", "Historical 
Geography", and "History and Philosophy of Geography".  On the other hand, 
they thought that few specializations would flourish within the coming years, 
specifically "GIS", "Environment", "Population", "Applied Geography", 
"Political Geography", and "Cartography".  

Although most geographers in the sample would not expect 
"Geography" to loose its identity and melt within other disciplines, some 
indicated that identity crisis remained an important concern. About 77% of 
geographers believed that they could not identify an articulate and influential 
Arab Geographic school of thoughts.  It is also an alarming to find that most 
geographers thought that geographic research lacked creativity, originality, and 
innovation.   

Finally, some recommendations were formulated.  These are: (1) 
establishing a theoretical basis for GIS is important in order to keep this 
specialization within the field of geography, (2) Period evaluation of geographic 
research is necessary in term of the extent of citation and spread across 
countries.  (3) Translation from other languages should be encouraged. (4) 
Geographic theories such as "location theory" should be operational and put in 
practice. (5) A specialized committee should be formed to carry out continuous 
evaluation and examination of trends and changes that Geography is witnessing.   








